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To:-  THE  Cmmim  AM)  MB/CBERS  OF  THE 

HLACICROD  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

Gentlemen, 


I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  on 
the  Health  and  Sanitary  condition  of  the  Blackrod  Urban  District 
for  the  year  1956, 

GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  in  acres  (at  31.12.56) 2392.4 

Population  - Census  1951  3,151 

Registrar  General’s  Estimate  of  population  mid  1956  ...  3,190 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  at  end  of  1956  according  to  Rate 

Bocka  1,122 

Rateable  Value  £24., 013 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ...  £92 


ESTRi'iCTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Estimated  population  at  mid  1956 
Legitimate 


...  ...  ...  3,190 

Total  Males  Females 

.51  25  2r~ 


! Live  Births 

Illegitimate 


3 1_  2 

54  26  28 


I 


Live  birth-rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 

Crude  rate  - 16.9  : adjusted  rate  I6.6 

( 

Total  Hades  Females 
Legitimate  - - 


Still  Births 

Illegitimate 


still  birth-rate  per  1,000  total  births  - 18 
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Mort'^ity  rate  per  1,000  estimated  prpulaticn 


Total  (all  forms) 

Crude  rate  11  <9 

Adjusted  rate  13*1 

Respiratory  T.B NIL 

Malignant  Neoplasms  etc  1.25 

Maternal  Mortality  rate  per  1,000  total  births  nil 

Infant  Mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  nil 

Noe-natal  Mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  nil 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  nil 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  A weeks  of  age  nil 

Total.  Males  Females 
Deaths  (all  forms)  38  21  17 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DUF.ING  1936 


Males  Females 


PxiLmonary  Tuberculosis 

— 

— 

Ncn-Pulmcnary  Tuberculosis 

— 

— 

Malignant  neoplasms 

1 

— 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

2 

1 

Vascular  lesi'  ns  of  nervous  systera 

— 

3 

Coronary  disease  - angina 

4 

4 

Other  heart  diseases 

6 

3 

Other  circulatory  disease 

2 

— 

Pneumonia 

— 

2 

Bronchitis 

2 

1 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

— 

1 

Ulcer  cf  strmach  and  duodenum 

~ 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

1 

— 

All  other  accidents 

2 

1 

Suicide 

1 

21 

17 

Transferable  deaths  are  included  in  the  ^bcve, 
INFECTIOUS  DISE/iSE 

There  were  111  cases  cf  Infectious  Disease  notified  during 
the  year  ccmpared  with  7 during  the  previous  year.  During  the 
first  quarter  of  the  year  30  cases  of  l/Vhc  oping  Cough  were  notified 
At  the  beginning  of  October,  1956,  there  ms  an  outbreak  of 
Jteasles  vliich  was  still  prevalent  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  by 
December,  31st.  71  cases  had  been  notified. 


CASES  OF  INFB3TIOUS  DISE/iSS  NOTIFIED  DUPJN:;  1956 


Total  cases 
sent  to 
Hospital 

1 III  I 

1 III  1 

1 

Total 

deaths 

1 III  1 

! Ill  1 

1 

1 

25  & 
over 

1 1 iH  1 1 

1 1 . 1 1 

rH 

1 fH  1 1 1 

1 III 

iH 

• 

€Q 

10- 

1 H CM  i i 

1 

Age  Periods  - year 

1 

LTV 

1 

^ VO  1 , 

rH  1 

53 

1 

-4- 

' ' ' ' 1 

1 . ' > 

1 _4-  crv  1 



iH 

1 

1 1 

CM  CM  1 1 

r-i 

rH 

CM 

1 

OJ 

1 1 

rH  rH  VO  1 1 

CO 

I 

iH 

1 _4-  ITS  I 1 

1 I 1 

crv 

Ot 

1 CM  1 1 1 

1 1 1 

CM 

Total 

cases  at 

all  ages 


H 1 I 

ro  r--  1 1 

111 

Disease 

Scarlet 

Fever 

V/hcoping 

Cough 

Measles 

Diptheria 

Acute 

Pneumcnia 

IS  M 


GENERAL  FRO^/ISION  OF  HE:\LTK  SERVICT^S  ?OR  TiTE  AREl. 

National  Insurance  Act,  1948 
No  application  received, 

NUESING  ARRA^]GE^ffiNTS. 

There  is  a practising  midwife  in  the  district  and  a 
nurse  from  Westhcughton  comes  into  Blackrod  daily, 

HOSPITilL  ACCOAglODATION 

For  Infectious  Diseases  - by  arrangement  v/ith  the  Divisional 
Health  Office  at  Leigh,  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  are  sent  to 
the  nearest  Hospital  on  the  list  that  can  accept  accommodation, 

DvIMUNISATION 

The  immunisation  of  children  against  Diptheria  is  now 
undertaken  by  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer,  A clinic  in  the 
Methodist  School,  Blackrod  is  now  open  every  Saturday  morning  for 
the  immunisation  of  children  under  school  age,  or  over  if 
necessary.  Children  of  school  age  are  also  immunised  at  the 
school  they  attend, 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF 


The  Public  Health  Staff  consists  of  a part-time  Medical.  Officer 
and  a Sanitary  Inspector  TAho  is  also  a Surveyor, 

A visiting  nurse  is  provided  by  the  County. 

iUIBULz^NCE  FACLLITF;3 

Ambulance  facilities  for  all  cases  are  controlled  by 
the  Divisional  Health  Office,  Leigh,  and  the  needs  for  this 
district  are  met  by  the  Ambulance  Station  at  Horv/ich, 

MORTUiVRY. 

The  mortuary,  sitmted  at  the  Cemetery  is  sufficient  for 
the  needs  of  the  District. 

i 


SANIT.\EY  AI^\CTMISTRATI0:T.  1956 
Water  Supply. 

SoTJrce  of  Supply:-  Upland  Surface  water  and  land  springs. 

The  Watershed  is  sityated  in  the  Horwich  Urban  District  and  is 
moorland  in  character.  The  undertaking  is  adequate  for  the  needs 
of  the  District  but  consideration  should  be  given  to  the  provision 
of  an  additional  water  main,  from  the  Reservoir  to  the  District, 
to  reinforce  the  existing  supply.  Whilst  the  available  head  from 
the  Reservoir  to  the  District  is  adequate  for  the  supply  to 
gravatate,  it  has  been  necessary  to  use  a booster  pump,  for  the 
past  25  years,  to  regain  and  maintain  adequate  pressure  of  water 
in  the  mains  at  the  higher  parts  of  the  district.  As  consumption 
is  increasing,  due  to  new  development,  particularly  housing,  more 
and  more  pumping  is  required  and  the  time  may  not  be  far  off  when 
the  pumping  plant  and  existing  main  will  be  unable  to  meet  the 
ever  increasing  demand  placed  upon  them. 

Bulk  supplies  cf  water  are  afforded  to  W igan  Rural  District 
Coimicil,  Parish  of  Haigh  and  to  Adlington  Urban  District 
Council, 

An  adequate  supply  of  water  has  been  maintained  throughout 
the  year, 

4 

23  samples  of  wa.ter  have  been  submitted  for  bacteriological  analysis. 
7 of  these  samples  wrere  of  water  from  the  supply  mains  and  6 were 
found  to  be  satisfactory  and  1 unsatisfactory. 

16  of  the  sanples  v/ere  taken  fran  various  points  in  the  feeder 
streams  and  springs  and  7 were  found  to  he  satisfactory  and  9 
unsatisfactory.  As  a precaution  against  bacterial  pollution, 
continuous  chlorination  is  carried  out,  the  plant  being  entirely 
automatic  in  operation. 

Tinned  lead  pipe  is  \ased  as  a precaution  against  plumbo  - 
solvent  action  on  lead.  The  total  number  of  hoiases  with  a piped 
sipply  of  v/ater  from  public  mains  is  8.s  follows:- 

a)  Direct  to  Houses  - 1121 
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Sewerage o 


Thcj  £it\vage  is  treated  at  two  main  outfaills.  Nightingale 
Farm,  arjd  Scot  Lane,  Broad  irrigation  is  the  method  used  for 
sewage  ti-catment.  Adequate  land  is  available  for  this  method 
of  treatment,  but  improvements  are  required  for  distributing 
the  effluent  over  the  land. 


Food  Inspection. 

Frequent  inspections  are  made  to  shops  and  food  preparing 


premises*  There  are  the  following  types  of  food  premises  in 
the  district:- 

General  Grocers  and  provision  deaders  - 22 

Greengrocers  and  fruiterers  - Nil 

Fishmongers  (and  those  selling  poioltry,  game,  etc)  - Nil 
Meat  Shops  (butchers  and  purveyors  of  cooked  and 
preserved  meats,  tripe  etc.)  - 2 

Bakers  and  confectioners  - 1 

Pried  fish  shops  - 2 

Shops  selling  mainly  s\igar  confectionary,  minerals 

ice-cream  - 4 


Licensed  pronises,  clubs,  canteens,  restaurants, 
cafes,  snak  bars  and  similar  catering  establishments  - 16 

Number  of  food  premises  registered  imder  section  l6  of  the 
Pood  - Drugs  Act,  1955.  No.  of  visits. 

Butchers  (Manufacturer  of  Saiasages)  2 12 

Baker  (Manufacturer  of  Meat  Pies)  1 6 


Number  of  Dairies  registered  under  the  liilk  and  Dairies 
Regulations  1949  - 1954. 

(a)  Number  of  Dairies  registered  7 

(b)  Shops  in  district  other  than  dairies  12 

(c)  Premises  outside  the  district  4 

There  has  been  no  inauguration  of  clean  food  guilds  or  of  lectures 
on  food  hygiene  during  the  year,  shops  have  been  visited  and 
instruction  given  to  the  staff  on  the  requirements  of  the  Pood 
Hygiene  Regulations  1955  and  of  the  part  in  wliich  they  should 
play  to  ensure  the  success  of  these  Regulations, 


Caroasres  ins'oectcd  and  condeninGd  v/ithin  the  districts 


CattlG 

exclading  cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Shhep 

Lambs 

Pigs  Horses 

No.  Kinied  'i. 

68 

4 

271 

28 

No.  Inspectod  1 

All  descasas 
except  Tuberculosis 

67 

4 

263 

27 

eoid  Cys:  licerci  - 


Whole  carcases 


condemned  - 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which 
scane  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  - 

Nil 

27 

Nil 

63 

1 

Nil 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  disease 
other  than  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci  - Nil 

39 

Nil . 

23 

3 

Nil 

Tuberculosis  Only 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  v.iiich 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

Nil 

13 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Percentage  of 
rt^umber  inspected 
affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

Nil 

19 

Nil 

Nil 

3 

Nil 

Cysticer cosis  - 

Carcases  of  wliich 
seme . part  or  ■ organ 
was  condemned  •• 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

4 

1 

Nil 

Carcases  subin/uted 
to  treatment  be 
refrigeration 

Nil 

Nil 

* 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemned 

Nil 

Ni± 

J1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 


All  unsounl  uiort  ard  offals  ai'e  coloured  and  forwarded  to 
heat  treatr-c.nt  pLaat  for  oonversiiou  to  feri  j ld;:ors.  Other  roods 
are  disposed  of  by  burnia^^  ’.j^hero  applicable. 

12  hre-Tisas  are  r‘:‘;5astered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream,  only 
prepacked  ice-or-eai:.  beia^  sold.  No  ice-cream  is  Lianufactured 
within  ri-e  '.iLstoDr-i-,  

; 

In  cr.r ’-eat .on  with  the  Poed.  Hygiene  Regulations  all  premises 
haue  b -ea  snsitod  and  have  been  advised  on  their  requirements  to 
satisfy  tie  obo.’-e  regulations, 

34  sarapJ.es  of  milk  were  teiken  f!rcm  Producer  and  Producer/ 
Retailer  s and.  subnrLtted  to  the  Priblic  Health  Laboratories  for 
Bact^riolcgical  excanination.  Only  one  sample  was  unsatisfactory. 
Tuber  culosis  being  found.  One  animal  was  seized  under  the 
Tuberculosis  Order  1938. 

Scavenging  of  Streets. 

The  Lancashire  County  Council  are  the  Highway  Authority  for  Class 
1 A 11  roads,  and  they  are  scavenged  and  maintained  by  the  County 
Couicil,  Class  111  roads  are  delegated  to  the  District  Council 
which  together  with  the  District  Roads  are  maintained  and  scavenged 
by  the  District  Council. 

pahit^ry  Inspection  during  the  Year. 


Nc.  of  premises  visited  - I75 
Defects  or  nuisances  discovered  - 28 
Notices  Served  (informal)  - 28 
lotices  Served  (Statutory)  - 10 
I.egal  Proceedings  - ^il 

jihops  and  Offices. 


34  Inspectionswsre  made  to  shops  in  connection  with  the 
provision  cf  the  Shops  Act  1950.  4 Inspections  were  made  to  Offices 

in  connect icn  mth  the  prevision  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1936. 

Offensive  _I 

There  e.re  no  facxcries  or  premises  in  operation,  scheduled 
as  offensi.'''-e  trades  within  the  district. 
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Public  Cleansin;^. 

rirect  labour  is  vised  for  the  collection  of  dciiestic  refuse 
and  cc] lections  are  mrxte  at  weekly  intervals.  One  mederr.  tvpe 
side  loading  vehicle  is  used  for  this  purpose,  the  refuse  is 
disposed  of  by  tipping  into  disused  colliery  shafts,  and  by 
filling  roid  levelling  of  sunken  agricultural  land.  The  district 
Councj]  supply  Dustbins  to  domestic  premises  as  a charge  against 
the  rates. 

Schools r 

There  are  3 Junior  Schools  and  1 Secondary  Modem  School  in 
the  District'.'  The  Sanitary  accrmnicdaticn  is  adequater  at'Sll* 
schorls';  af  the  National' School  the  playground 'surface  is 
unsatisfactory,  uneven  and  dangerous.  There  are  insufficient 
facilities  for  hand  washing  at  the  school  for  childrea. 

Bakehouses. 

There  is  one  Bakehouse  in  use  at  the  present  time  and  this 
is  satisfactory. 

Factories  & V/orkshops. 

Number  in  District  - 8 
Carpet  Manufacturers  - 1 
Rayon  Processing  - 1 

Rodent  Control. 

Visits  to  176  premises  have  been  made  in  connection  with 
Rodent  Conticl  and  one  minor  infestation  of  Rats  was  found  and 
2 minor  infestations  of  mice.  All  these  were  treated.  Sewers 
are  treated  at  six  monthly  intervals. 

Public  Tc:n<  oni ences. 

" '•'-The.O'r  ax-e  two  public  conveniences  provided  within’  the 
District,  and  as  these  are  sited  at  main  road  junctions  a 
vra.itir.g  locm  has  been  incorporated  in  the  building. 


Joiner  - 1 
Motor  Vehicle  Sepairxng  - 2 
Clogger-  Boot  Repairer  - 1 
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Closet  Acjonmodation 


PriT/j-  J/'ildons  8 

Closets  £ttr.chcc:  cc  Middens  ?.0 

No.  of  dry  nehpits  Nil 

No.  of  fresb  v/r.ter  olosets.  1293 

No.  of  v/aste  v.T.ter  clcsits.  Nil 

Nc.  of  refu-ee  rins  1158 

No.  of  licusos  on  water 
carriage  systciii  1112 


No.  of  conversions 

Pri^'vy  clost^ts  to 

Fresh  Water  Closets  2 

Nc.  of  premises  at 
which  moveable 
dustbins  irere  substitute-d 
for  fixed  receptacles  4 


Hovising. 

The  District  Council  have  no  houses  under  construction  at  the 
present  time  but  have  under  consideration  the  construction  of  more 
Old  People*  s Bmgalcws.  36  new  dwellings  have  been  constructed 
by  Private  enterprise.  7 unfit  houses  have  been  demolished  and 
it  is  estima.tod  that  there  are  64  unfit  dwellings  requiring  to 
be  demolished  out  of  the  1122  dwellings  in  the  district. 

557  dwellings  are  estimated  to  be  over  70  years  old. 

156  dwellings  arc  estimated  to  be  from  I6  - 70  years  old., 

324  are  ovned  by  the  District  Council. 

74  Post-Vv'ar  buildings. 

Of  the  557  dwellings  over  70  years  old  many  of .these  require 
improvements  by  the  provision  of  bathrooms  and  hot  v/ator 
installations . 

Chief  Sanitary  Requirements  of  the  District. 

The  demolition  of  unfit  hcxises.  The  prevision  of  now 
accomme  lation  for  the  families  displaced.  The  in^revement  qf  the 
older  type  of  property. 


In  crnjli.sion  I wish  to  thank  the  Council's  Officers  for  their 
kind  and  valued,  cc  .--operation  during  the  year. 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Yevrs  faitlifully. 


Dalton  Kero, 
Wes  though  ton. 


L.  UI'I3’,7CDTI-:. 

Medical  Officer  of  HeaD.  vhr.p 


J 


